THEORY OF MIND AND REASONING BIAS IN SCHIZOTYPY
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v OBJECTIVES : To compare performances at jump to conclusions and theory of mind
exercises in schizotypal and control participants

The concept of schizotypy (Meehl, 1962) has been proposed to refer to individuals with an underlying vulnerability to schizophrenia including interpersonal
aversiveness, anhedonia, ambivalence and cognitive slippage. A “jump to conclusions” (JTC) tendency has been observed in schizotypy (Sellen et al., 2005), as in
schizophrenia (Garety et al., 1991).

Theory of Mind (ToM) is the « ability to explain the behavior of others in terms of their mental states » (Corcoran et al., 1995; Premack and Woodruff, 1978).
Difficulties in ToM have been frequently observed in schizophrenia (Briine, 2005, for a review) and schizotypy (Pickup, 2006).

We studied JTC and ToM in subjects with high social anhedonia, one of the main characteristics of schizotypy, and the relationships between both.
Our hypothesis is that participants with ToM difficulties would have a tendency to jump to conclusions .
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Jump to conclusion TASK E
t=2.13; p<0.05
We use the « jar and beads » task, a probabilstic task of choice (Garety et al., 1991),
with a 85/15 ratio. The results are the number of beads asked by each subject.
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John is on the phone with a friend since one hour. He says to his friend Correlation JTC-ToM
« My mother ought to call me in a few minutes »
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